Scale 1:1200/1250
Waterline Model Ships

An nternational history with focus on the developme&ah the Swedish scene.

, ~ SCALE MODEL FIGHTING SHIPS
100 feet to 1 Inch.
MADE IN ENGLAND
ay
BASSETT-LOWKE, LTD.,

LONDON and N THAMPTON.

The early years

Small waterline shimodek were produced in Britain alreadyeforethe First World WarThe

first models were released as a complimentXanés Fighting Shipby Frederik T. Jan& hese

models wereof 1:1800 scale anl y (i Sy RISIRS TWINY & b | OEatly nfodelsldvebel Y S ¢
made of woodbut later Janesproducedmodels ofmetal.

During this period th@ritish firmBaset-Lowkeproducedveryfine waterline models. Starting
with 1:1800 scal®assetLowkesoon changed to 1:1200, which scale allowed for fohegails.
These modalwere all made ofhardwood.

In the US the firnH.E. Bouchefor a short timeduring World War produced waterline models
for US Navy Bureau of Ordnance.

BassetLowkecontinued after the War to produce scale models $oipbuilders shipping
companies, travel agencies andigeums.



Early models fronwiking and Pilot (Kenn Eilerse@ollection

Pilot andWiking

Production of ship models in the scdle250was started in the late 192fles byHenning
Cortserfrom CopenhagenTlogether withFriedrich Bltzerfrom Berlin hedeveloped the
techniqueto produce ship models in metdh the beginninghey usedno common scaleut
later on they decided orthe 1:1250 scale. According Reltzer this represented the view &
ship in a distance about2000 meters.

The early models were solthder the trade mark PILOTby Cortserand Wiking by Peltzer.The
models wereadentical for both firmsDuring the 193@ies production developed and quality
improved.Wiking also tested other scales and materials (hard wo@&d).OTintroduced
models of cars and trains (not working) of solid metal.

During the Second World War production diminished. As metals no longer were available,
Wikingwas forced to use other materials such as plastic.




Developments inBritain and USA

BassetlLowkecontinued after the First World War to produce ship models in different scales
for professional customers.

The Nazi takeover of Germany in 1933 forced sonfeettizersvork staff in Berlin tdeave the
country.

Friedrich Leo Winkidled to Britain alreadyn 1935 His escape was assisted@yrt Wennberg
who was a Swedish Army officer interested in small scale waterline matigikler, who had
been master builder and designer wikkiking, settled down in Treforasnear Cardiff. He
named hisusinesslreforest Mouldings Ltdor TREMOWinklerenteredon an ambitious
program of models of military ships, which also included Japanese ship, a sectoPetzeh
hadneglected? A y | tn&lekwvére relative simpleomparedwith contemporary models by
Wiking.

When the war stareih 1939Winkler O2 YA Y 3 FTNRBY DSNXN I yeéanemyl & O2y
I £ AaBdMésaccordinglyinterned onthe Isle of Man After beingreleased in 1942/4%he

was unable to restart his business both materials and work forege longer wereavailable.

After the warWinkleropened up a new factory, which however soon burnt down.

In the US an enormous production of waterline modetss initiated by the milary early

during the war.The modet were mainlyused for training pilots in identification @hemy and
friendly ships The models were produced by companies sucBessarabisComet, Framburg
and South SalemThesemodels, which often came in large wooden transport boxes, were of
very varying quality.

After the war all excep€ometwent out of business or concentraden other products.Comet
changed the nam&o Authenticastand continued production until eayl1960s. Later during
the 1960"dan John Carteiook up the production with help of the remains froBomet
Authenticast Carteralso succeeded in acquiring models and equipment from the other
American manufacturerdJnder the trademarlSuperior Model Inde also started selling
models outside the US. Some of these models even reached the Sweatist.

Framburgbox withmodels oritish capital ships


https://www.ebay.com/itm/WWII-US-NAVY-RECOGNITION-ID-SET-29-MINIATURE-SHIPS-FRAMBURG-BRITISH-MODELS-S-258-/263954661022

After 1945

WikingWM 81Halland

After the warPeltzerand Wiking slowly was able to take uproduction, which was mainly

based on the pravar models. During the 1950WikingQa Y I Ay suteRsshvatpshifiedl y
to plasticmodel cars irthe scale 1:100f¢r HOscale model trains). In 1960 a new series of
model ship were introduced (both made wfetal and plastic). FinalW/ikingin 1968 came out
gAGK | f I M&EeSansdXS NIWEE Qlder nodéls released inmauchimproved
condition. After that Wiking's production of ship models ceased.

PILOTuring this period mainly focused on watedimodels in larger scales (mainly 1:1000)
for professional customers such as Nordic shipping companietharlvedishshipbuilding
industry. A long series of remoulds of eafyking navy models were also produced BILOT
during the 1950and 1960s (of much inferior quality).

During the 195@ies several producers of toys and plastits kn the UK started production of
model ships in the 1:1200 scale. These models were of much inferior quality compared with
contemporary German odels.The pricedvels were accordingly muchaer and the number

of different models rather limited.

Also in Italymetalwaterline models in the scale 1:1200 were produced under the trade mark
Mercury¢ ® ¢ KSaS AyOfdzZRSR | aSNRASa 2denilidt G & NJ |
vessel thelight cruiserRaimondo Montecuccoli.

New producers enter the market

Late in the 190’s the toy manufacteer Schowanekeleased a long series of waterline models
under the trademarkdansa Thesemodels,of both military and ommercialships, were o&
relatively high standard. Some year laRobert Sattlemtroduced a series of modebf very
varying quality under the nam@elphin Sattlerwasa former employee ofSchowanek
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,HANSA"-MODELLE
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Hansacatalogue 1966
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Inthe early 196G an enormous development of ship modefdigh qualityin the 1:1250
scaletook place Gerald Schweizestarted, in cooperation withSchowanekunder the trade
mark Mercator, a long series of very exclusive models of older warships and passenger liners.

Neptun1147Emerald

In 1962Rudolf KrausoundedNavis Six years later his broth&Yilli KrausoundedNeptun.
While Navisfocused on World War | warshipgeptun chooseSecond World War ships. Both
Navisand Neptun are still considered the leadinmanufacturersof modelwarshipsin this
scale.

During later years a great number of producers have entaredileftthe market Severalvere
collectors who havstarted production on their ownMost of them worlked at home with no
employees. Modelgvere often sold direct to other collectors or through the few distributors

Amangthe producerswho are active today, ardlorbert Broche(Rhenanid, Burkhard Schutt
(Risawolesky Carlo Marquar{CM), Matti Brécher(Rhenania Junigrand Peter KrtingHal).

Other active producerare Albatros, Argos,Carat,Hydra, Klaubatermann, Mare Nostrum
Sextantetc. Classic Ship Collectiggroduces very exclusive models in different scales and with
or without full hulls.Modellbau Conradproduces models mainly f@rofessional customers.

During thelater years a great number of new producers have entered the market in Britain
often of very high quality in 1:1200 or 1:1250 sq&lé/deside, Mountford, Wirraktc.).

Len Jordarfor several yearproducedhullsin resin (a kind of plastic material) which the
buyers had to complete themselvémasting, painting etc).

In JaparKonishiproduces waterlinenetal models, mainly of Japanese warships from World
War II. Konishialso makes models in other scales andhwfitll hulls.

Konishi203 Shokaku



The Swedish scene

WikingWM 478 Gotland

The main distributor bWiking ship models in Sweden has through the years beskader

Mr Hans Langhordtad already during the 1938 built up a good relationship with MReltzer
and was able to suppokVikingwith large orders. The models were only sold through
Eskadets own shopin Stockholm. Later during the 19%0Viking's ship models weralsosold
by the large departmentteres n Stockholm. In the 196Wiking's models were sold in shops
all over SwederPRilot’s models were at the same time sold by severaldogpsin Sweden

" Pilot French destroyers

The small firnTenngjuterietin Sockholm for a timgroducedmetal waterline modelsn
approximatelythe samescale.These models were sold by a few shops in Stockholm. The
production, which was restricted tmodels of Swedish navy ship, were of much inferior
guality. The main production dfenngjuterietwas housebld goods and arbbjectsmade of
tin.

During thelatter 1950's and early 1968 several firms in Germany and Austria started
manufacturing of ship models in the 1:1250 sd&lansa, DelphinMercator, Star, Trident
Copym fl). EskadersoldHansaand Delphin Tomake the other brads available tahe
SwedislcollectorsMr Ake Nybergind Mr Jerry Clauseimported severalof thesemodels
under the designatio€ommando Mr Nyberghad after the war built up extensive contacts
with producers and collectors in Germany and Austfi@has since that time been the central
person on everything concerning waterline ship models (antMiking model aircraft in 1:200
scale) in Sweden.

Eskaler'srole as a distributor of water line ship models successively diminished through the
years and is now restricted to second hand models.



After the warWentzelsin Stockholm for a short time sold ship models from the US
manufacturerComet

TriangTRM 705Aquitania

During the 196G, models from theBritish toymanufacturerTri-Angwere available through
out SwedenAlthoughthese models wereonsidered toys by the collectors, some modgls
such aghe RMSAquitania- attracted several collectors. At this time plastic kits from British
Airfix and Eagleand AmericarRenwalg all in 1:1200 scalecould be found in severdlobby
shops around the country.
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SINK THE BISMARCK!
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Models of Swedish ships

Good connections with German producers and collechange resulted in a rather large supply
of models of Swedish ships. Today almost every Swedish warship from 1900 up to today are
represented. Several conercial ships, especially Swedish or Swedish owned ferries are also
represented among the producers.

The major producer®Viking, Hansaand Delphinonly producel a few Swedish models.

Mercator and Argonauthave produced a great number of Swedish warshyper.cator during
the 1980°s and 1996'produced a long range of older Swedish warshifescator ceased
production in the 199®. Argonautintroduced in early in the 2008 a long series of warships
from severalnations of which Sweden was one. Unfortunatélyggonautsoon left the market
and several of the announced models probably never appearedayTioe very hard to get
these fine models.

Peter Krtinaunder the trade marldaiproduced a series of early Swedish torpedo boats.
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RhenaniaRHE 9%/anligheten

In recentyearsNorbert Brocheunder the trade marlRhenaniahas produced a series of
excellent models of Swedish warships frtm inter warera until today.

Burkhard Schutintroduced under the trade marRisawoleskaand Matti Brocherunderthe
trade markRhenania Junioa number ¢ passenger vesselsa ferriesof Swedish oNordic
origin. Several models of Swedish owned ship under foreign registration are also available,
such aseveralStena ferries and RoR@sselsRalf Baumannbhas under the trademark.ava
produced some of the classical ships on the route between Finland and Sweddreasmdall
icebreakerAle.

Manufacturing of anaster
mods;

Burkhard SchitRisawoleska
RI 53Prinsessan Birgitta

Risawoleska&RF0702Kapella




Rhenania JunioRHEJUN 260
Stena Flavia

OstrowskiOS 61ITraviata

On orders from StenaModellbauConradhas produced a number of models in the scales
1:1000 and 1:1250, both waterline models and model wittompletehull. These models,
which comen small plastic boxes with wooden sockets, are also solaband.

ConradStena Germanica



