
Scale 1:1200/1250  

Waterline Model Ships 
An international history with focus on the developments on the Swedish scene.

 
 

The early years 

Small waterline ship models were produced in Britain already before the First World War. The 

first models were released as a compliment to Janés Fighting Ships by Frederik T. Jane. These 

models were of 1:1800 scale and ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ έ¢ƘŜ WŀƴŜ bŀǾŀƭ ²ŀǊ DŀƳŜέΦ Early models were 

made of wood but later Janes produced models of metal. 

During this period the British firm Basset-Lowke produced very fine waterline models. Starting 

with 1:1800 scale Basset-Lowke soon changed to 1:1200, which scale allowed for finer details. 

These models were all made of hard wood.  

In the US the firm H.E. Boucher for a short time during World War I produced waterline models 

for US Navy Bureau of Ordnance. 

Basset-Lowke continued after the War to produce scale models for shipbuilders, shipping 

companies, travel agencies and museums. 

 



 
Early models from Wiking and Pilot (Kenn Eilersen Collection) 

Pilot and Wiking 

Production of ship models in the scale 1:1250 was started in the late 1920-ties by Henning 

Cortsen from Copenhagen. Together with Friedrich Peltzer from Berlin he developed the 

technique to produce ship models in metal. In the beginning they used no common scale, but 

later on they decided on the 1:1250 scale. According to Peltzer, this represented the view of a 

ship in a distance of about 2000 meters.   

The early models were sold under the trade marks PILOT by Cortsen and Wiking by Peltzer. The 

models were identical for both firms. During the 1930-ties production developed and quality 

improved. Wiking also tested other scales and materials (hard wood). PILOT introduced 

models of cars and trains (not working) of solid metal. 

During the Second World War production diminished. As metals no longer were available, 

Wiking was forced to use other materials such as plastic. 

 

 

 PILOTs production (photo from pilotmodeller.dk) 



Developments in Britain and USA 

Basset-Lowke continued after the First World War to produce ship models in different scales 

for professional customers. 

The Nazi takeover of Germany in 1933 forced some of Peltzers work staff in Berlin to leave the 

country. 

Friedrich Leo Winkler fled to Britain already in 1935. His escape was assisted by Curt Wennberg, 

who was a Swedish Army officer interested in small scale waterline models. Winkler, who had 

been master builder and designer with Wiking, settled down in Treforest near Cardiff. He 

named his business Treforest Mouldings Ltd. or TREMO. Winkler entered on an ambitious 

program of models of military ships, which also included Japanese ship, a sector which Peltzer 

had neglected. ²ƛƴƪƭŜǊΩǎ models were relative simple compared with contemporary models by 

Wiking. 

When the war stared in 1939 Winkler, ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άenemy 

ŀƭƛŜƴέ and was accordingly interned on the Isle of Man. After being released in 1942/43, he 

was unable to restart his business, as both materials and work force no longer were available. 

After the war Winkler opened up a new factory, which however soon burnt down. 

In the US an enormous production of waterline models was initiated by the military early 

during the war. The models were mainly used for training pilots in identification of enemy and 

friendly ships. The models were produced by companies such as Bessarabis, Comet, Framburg 

and South Salem. These models, which often came in large wooden transport boxes, were of 

very varying quality. 

After the war all except Comet went out of business or concentrated on other products. Comet 

changed the name to Authenticast and continued production until early 1960́s. Later during 

the 1960´s Ian John Carter took up the production with help of the remains from Comet/  

Authenticast. Carter also succeeded in acquiring models and equipment from the other 

American manufacturers. Under the trademark Superior Model Inc he also started selling 

models outside the US. Some of these models even reached the Swedish market. 

 
Framburg box with models of British capital ships 

  

https://www.ebay.com/itm/WWII-US-NAVY-RECOGNITION-ID-SET-29-MINIATURE-SHIPS-FRAMBURG-BRITISH-MODELS-S-258-/263954661022


After 1945 

 Wiking WM 81 Halland 

After the war Peltzer and Wiking slowly was able to take up production, which was mainly 

based on the pre-war models. During the 1950´s WikingΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ successively shifted 

to plastic model cars in the scale 1:100 (for HO-scale model trains). In 1960 a new series of 

model ship were introduced (both made of metal and plastic). Finally Wiking in 1968 came out 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ άVeteransέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ were older models released in a much improved 

condition. After that Wikinǵ s production of ship models ceased. 

PILOT during this period mainly focused on waterline models in larger scales (mainly 1:1000) 

for professional customers such as Nordic shipping companies and the Swedish shipbuilding 

industry. A long series of remoulds of early Wiking navy models were also produced by PILOT 

during the 1950- and 1960́s (of much inferior quality).  

During the 1950-ties several producers of toys and plastic kits in the UK started production of 

model ships in the 1:1200 scale. These models were of much inferior quality compared with 

contemporary German models. The price levels were accordingly much lower and the number 

of different models rather limited. 

Also in Italy metal waterline models in the scale 1:1200 were produced under the trade mark 

άMercuryέΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ǉƻǎǘ ǿŀǊ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƭƛƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎole military 

vessel - the light cruiser Raimondo Montecuccoli. 

New producers enter the market 

Late in the 1950́ s the toy manufacturer Schowanek released a long series of waterline models 

under the trademark Hansa. These models, of both military and commercial ships, were of a 

relatively high standard. Some year later Robert Sattler introduced a series of models of very 

varying quality under the name Delphin. Sattler was a former employee of Schowanek.  

  Hansa catalogue 1966 
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In the early 1960ś an enormous development of ship models of high quality in the 1:1250 

scale took place. Gerald Schweizer started, in cooperation with Schowanek, under the trade 

mark Mercator, a long series of very exclusive models of older warships and passenger liners. 

 Neptun 1147 Emerald 

In 1962 Rudolf Kraus founded Navis. Six years later his brother Willi Kraus founded Neptun. 

While Navis focused on World War I warships Neptun choose Second World War ships. Both 

Navis and Neptun are still considered the leading manufacturers of model warships in this 

scale. 

During later years a great number of producers have entered and left the market. Several were 

collectors who have started production on their own. Most of them worked at home with no 

employees. Models were often sold direct to other collectors or through the few distributors.  

Among the producers, who are active today, are Norbert Bröcher (Rhenania), Burkhard Schütt 

(Risawoleska), Carlo Marquart (CM), Matti Bröcher (Rhenania Junior) and Peter Krtina (Hai).  

Other active producers are Albatros, Argos, Carat, Hydra, Klaubatermann, Mare Nostrum, 

Sextant etc. Classic Ship Collection produces very exclusive models in different scales and with 

or without full hulls. Modellbau Conrad produces models mainly for professional customers.  

During the later years a great number of new producers have entered the market in Britain, 

often of very high quality in 1:1200 or 1:1250 scale (Clydeside, Mountford, Wirral etc.).  

Len Jordan for several years produced hulls in resin (a kind of plastic material) which the 

buyers had to complete themselves (masting, painting etc).  

In Japan Konishi produces waterline metal models, mainly of Japanese warships from World 

War II.  Konishi also makes models in other scales and with full hulls. 

 

  
Konishi 203 Shokaku 



The Swedish scene 

   Wiking WM 478 Gotland 

The main distributor of Wiking ship models in Sweden has through the years been Eskader.  

Mr Hans Langhorst had already during the 1930´s built up a good relationship with Mr Peltzer 

and was able to support Wiking with large orders. The models were only sold through 

Eskadeŕs own shop in Stockholm. Later during the 1950´s Wikinǵ s ship models were also sold 

by the large department stores in Stockholm. In the 1960´s Wikinǵ s models were sold in shops 

all over Sweden. Pilot ´s models were at the same time sold by several toy-shops in Sweden. 

 

  Pilot French destroyers  

 

The small firm Tenngjuteriet in Stockholm for a time produced metal waterline models in 

approximately the same scale. These models were sold by a few shops in Stockholm. The 

production, which was restricted to models of Swedish navy ship, were of much inferior 

quality. The main production of Tenngjuteriet was household goods and art objects made of 

tin. 

During the latter 1950ś and early 1960́s several firms in Germany and Austria started 

manufacturing of ship models in the 1:1250 scale (Hansa, Delphin, Mercator, Star, Trident, 

Copy m fl). Eskader sold Hansa and Delphin. To make the other brands available to the 

Swedish collectors Mr Åke Nyberg and Mr Jerry Clausen imported several of these models 

under the designation Commando. Mr Nyberg had after the war built up extensive contacts 

with producers and collectors in Germany and Austria. He has since that time been the central 

person on everything concerning waterline ship models (and on Wiking model aircraft in 1:200 

scale) in Sweden. 

Eskader´s role as a distributor of water line ship models successively diminished through the 

years and is now restricted to second hand models. 



 

After the war Wentzeĺ s in Stockholm for a short time sold ship models from the US 

manufacturer Comet. 

 

                                      
Tri-ang TR-M 705 Aquitania  

During the 1960ś, models from the British toy-manufacturer Tri-Ang were available through-

out Sweden. Although these models were considered toys by the collectors, some models ς 

such as the RMS Aquitania - attracted several collectors. At this time plastic kits from British 

Airfix and Eagle and American Renwal ς all in 1:1200 scale - could be found in several hobby 

shops around the country.  

 

  
  

 

 
   

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Airfix-A50120-Sink-Bismarck-Waterline/dp/B0055ANMOQ
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 Birger Jarl (Hansa S16) on board Birger Jarl in Stockholm 

Models of Swedish ships 

Good connections with German producers and collectors have resulted in a rather large supply 

of models of Swedish ships. Today almost every Swedish warship from 1900 up to today are 

represented. Several commercial ships, especially Swedish or Swedish owned ferries are also 

represented among the producers. 

The major producers Wiking, Hansa and Delphin only produced a few Swedish models. 

  Wiking WM 477 Tre Kronor 

Mercator and Argonaut have produced a great number of Swedish warships. Mercator during 

the 1980´s and 1990´s produced a long range of older Swedish warships. Mercator ceased 

production in the 1990ś. Argonaut introduced in early in the 2000´s a long series of warships 

from several nations, of which Sweden was one. Unfortunately Argonaut soon left the market 

and several of the announced models probably never appeared. Today it is very hard to get 

these fine models. 

Peter Krtina under the trade mark Hai produced a series of early Swedish torpedo boats. 

 
Mercator M 218 Oscar II, M 227 Drott och M 213 Wrangel 



  Rhenania RHE 152 Helsingborg   

 Rhenania RHE 95 Manligheten 

 

In recent years Norbert Bröcher under the trade mark Rhenania has produced a series of 

excellent models of Swedish warships from the inter war era until today. 

Burkhard Schütt introduced under the trade mark Risawoleska and Matti Bröcher under the 

trade mark Rhenania Junior a number of passenger vessels and ferries of Swedish or Nordic 

origin. Several models of Swedish owned ship under foreign registration are also available, 

such as several Stena ferries and RoRo-vessels. Ralf Baumanns has under the trademark Laiva 

produced some of the classical ships on the route between Finland and Sweden and the small 

icebreaker Ale. 

 

 
 
 

Manufacturing of a master 
model; 
Burkhard Schütt Risawoleska  
RI 53 Prinsessan Birgitta 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Risawoleska RI-0702 Kapella 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

Rhenania Junior RHE-JUN 260 
Stena Flavia 

   

Ostrowski OS 61 Traviata 

 

On orders from Stena, Modellbau Conrad has produced a number of models in the scales 

1:1000 and 1:1250, both waterline models and model with a complete hull.  These models, 

which come in small plastic boxes with wooden sockets, are also sold on board. 

   

     
Conrad Stena Germanica 


